DAIRY NEWS

INTRODUCING DFO’S SELECTIVE DRY
COW ANTIBIOTIC THERAPY PROJECT

Editor’s note: This article and the adjacent article
have been provided by Dairy Farmers of Ontarios
selective dry cow antibiotic therapy project team, in-
cluding Ann Godkin, Guy Seguin, David Kelton,
Richard Cantin, Cynthia Miltenburg, Robyn Elgie
and Norm McNaughton.

eriodically reviewing health management
Pprotocols is not a bad idea. Even though

things may be going well, it’s possible they
could go even better. Antibiotic use is one aspect
of dairy production that’s under scrutiny by dairy
customers. Given the heightened interest, pro-
ducers should take a closer look at some of the
practices they take for granted. Reviewing their
use of antibiotics can help them fine-tune treat-
ments, improve diagnostics and most important-
ly, enhance preventive practices so fewer animals
will require treatment.

One widely adopted antibiotic use on dairy
farms is the treatment of cows at dry-off with in-
tramammary antibiotics. Dry cow treatment was
introduced in the early days of mastitis preven-
tion as part of the Five-Point Mastitis Prevention
Program. Targeted mainly toward treating Strep-
tococcus agalactiae, a highly contagious and difhi-
cult-to-identify infection, this strategy has been
highly successful. At the inception of the five-

point program, more than 50 per cent of herds
had cows infected with Strep ag. Now; testing
data show it has been eradicated from all Ontario
dairy farms and cows. Even better, low provincial
bulk milk somatic cell count (SCC) this past year
shows most herds have made excellent progress
in controlling Strep ag, as well as a wide variety of
other types of mastitis infections. After more than
60 years of dry cow antibiotic use, these improve-
ments suggest it’s time to see if the industry can
reduce the proportion of cows that receive intra-
mammary antibiotics at dry-off.

Dairy Farmers of Ontario (DFO) has received
funding from the Canadian Agricultural Part-
nership (CAP) for a project that will help herd
owners decide if a change to the selective dry
cow therapy program (SDCT) is now warrant-
ed for their herd. The CAP is a five-year feder-
al-provincial-territorial initiative. Representatives
from DFO, Lactanet Canada, the Ontario As-
sociation of Bovine Practitioners (OABP), the
Ontario Ministry of Agriculture, Food and Ru-
ral Affairs and the Ontario Veterinary College are
working with Ceptor Consulting on this project.
The SDCT project’s goal is to help herd owners
work with their veterinarian to conduct a stan-
dardized evaluation of their herds overall man-
agement, which, combined with an assessment of

Murray Sherk, chair

NOTICE: To keep Ontario dairy producers and other industry sectors informed,
Dairy Farmers of Ontario (DFO) publishes changes to its regulations. Complete
regulations are available on DFO’s website at www.milk.org.

DFO Regulation 13/19 replaces DFO Regulation 12/19 and was made to adjust the
price of Special Milk Classes as a result of a Canadian Dairy Commission (CDC)
announcement, effective Dec. 1, 2019, as follows:

Class  Butterfat Price ($/kg) Protein Price ($/kg)  Other Solids Price ($/kg)
New Oold New Old New Old

5(a) 6.9879 7.2925 9.2179 8.3583 0.4208 0.5132

5(b) 6.9879 7.2925 2.6712 2.5551 2.6712 2.5551

5(c) 5.9518 5.9149 2.6465 2.4753 2.6465 2.4753
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individual cow data and Lactanet dairy herd im-
provement records, can help them design mod-
ified dry cow treatment protocols. Teamwork is
a key project element. Veterinarians can contrib-
ute their expertise based on information from the
project, as well as working with multiple herds.

Project activities include the producer survey
conducted in October, followed by a survey for
veterinarians. These surveys provide information
to fine-tune the content of the project’s resourc-
es. A guidance protocol has been developed to
help herd owners and vets review the risks associ-
ated with mastitis occurrence at the time of dry-
off and calving that might have greater impact if
there is a reduction in antibiotic use. Many herds
already have good control of mastitis at these
times. For others, completing the guidance pro-
tocol with their vet will help identify opportuni-
ties for improvement to keep mastitis risk low. As
well, Lactanet will be providing two new reports,
including a list of cows that are good candidates
for no antibiotic treatment based on a standard-
ized core protocol all producers can use.

Building on shared experiences and research
from across Canada and around the world, the
project will provide a variety of resources for pro-
ducers and vets this winter. Working together,
producers and vets can effectively assess herd sta-
tus and suitability for selective dry cow treatment,
provide ongoing support for making the chang-
es identified in the assessment that decrease mas-
titis risk and, over time, continue to monitor the
rates of mastitis occurrence in subsequent lacta-
tions. Stay tuned for further information as the
project gets underway.
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FROM GLOBAL TO LOCAL: BATTLING
ANTIMICROBIAL RESISTANCE

timicrobial resistant (AMR) micro-organ-
isms pose one of the greatest risks to human
health worldwide, threatening the ability to ef-
fectively treat infectious diseases in people and
animals. For example, if AMR is unchecked,

routine operations, such as hip replacements

It’s widely recognized the emergence of an-

or organ transplants, could become deadly be-
cause of the risk of untreatable infection.
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Wondering what
% of your
herd is A2A2?

Fast, efficient A2A2 herd

testing and genomic testing

All uses of antimicrobials can contribute to
the development of resistance. To minimize
AMR, it’s essential the overall use of antimicro-
bials—both human and animal—is reduced,
and best practices are developed and imple-
mented for the responsible use of these drugs
when they are needed.
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We agree, sand provides excellent cow comfort
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ANTIMICROBIAL RESISTANCE

Continued from page 11

The World Health Organization’s global ac-
tion plan on AMR has highlighted the need for
research and programs to guide prudent use and
conduct animal health interventions udlizing
new strategies to reduce the use of antimicrobi-
als without compromising animal health and wel-
fare. These objectives have also become a focus for
Canada. Health Canada and the Canadian Veter-
inary Medical Association have already set out to
address AMR through regulatory changes and the
development of the AMR Pan-Canadian Frame-
work for Action.

The role livestock agriculture plays in the emer-
gence of resistance has come under scrutiny in re-
cent years. The American and Canadian Public
Health Associations have released reports citing
livestock agriculture as the most significant user
of antimicrobials in North America—with more
than 80 per cent of all antimicrobials consumed
in the United States. Immediate action needs to be

taken to curb this level of use. All stakeholders, in-
cluding livestock commodities, need to use antimi-
crobials responsibly and prudently.

The implementation of focused interventions
in the dairy industry could have a significant im-
pact on antimicrobial use. Antimicrobials such
as ceftiofur are categorized as Category 1, or very
high importance in terms of human medicine
treatment, and are frequently used in dairy cow
treatments. Working with herd veterinarians to
review antimicrobial use on the farm is a help-
ful step each dairy producer can take to make a
local difference to a global problem. Reviewing
the overall management of dry cows for opportu-
nities to prevent mastitis can reduce the need for
dry cow antibiotic treatment on many farms. A
standardized protocol for selecting cows to treat
can ensure the cows that need treatment continue
to receive it while healthy ones don’t.

For more information on the AMR
Pan-Canadian Framework for Action, visit
htep://bit.ly/2q2FaHj.

DFO ELECTION
RESULTS

-re ballot count for Dairy Farmers of On-
tario’s (DFO) 2019 election for the board
member in Region 4 and byelection for
the board member in Region 9 were held on
Nov. 12, 2019, in accordance with the proce-
dures detailed in Ontario Regulation 760, as
amended, made under the Milk Act.

The candidates receiving the largest num-
ber of eligible votes was Adam Petherick in
Region 4, and Vicky Morrison in Region 9.

DFQ’s board, at a meeting held via con-
ference call on Nov. 12, 2019, declared
Petherick elected to serve as board mem-
ber for Region 4 for a four-year term com-
mencing immediately following the ad-
journment of DFO’s annual general
meeting on Jan. 16, 2020.

DFQO’s board also declared Morrison
elected to serve as board member for Re-
gion 9 for the remainder of the four-year
term, commencing immediately following
the adjournment of DFO’s annual general
meeting on Jan. 12, 2017.

“We know how good this product is.”

— Terri Packard

“We know how good
this cow is, but so
many things have
to fall into place so
she looks her best.
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‘ 14 CHAMPIONS i

KUEFFNER HOLSTEINS AND JERSEY
BOONSBORO, MARYLAND
Ernie Kueffner and Terri Packard
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Call to locate a distributor near you.

For external application to the udder only, after milking, as an essential component
of udder management. Always wash and dry teats thoroughly before milking.

Then she does it, and it's overwhelming,”
says Terri Packard about Butz-Butler Gold
Barbara EX95 96MS GMD.

The 9-year-old 2019 World Dairy Expo

grand champion Holstein lives at Kueffner
Holsteins, Boonsboro, Maryland. Barbara is
owned by Ernie Kueffner and Terri, with Dr.
Matt lager, Rodney Hetts, Dr. Scott Armbrust
and Renee Beilke.

“We know how good this product is. We use
it at shows and fresh cows at home. | used
Udder Comfort™ on Barbara when she
calved in July,” says Terri.
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